[revised/ updated: 20161013] 


Gradations of REALities/TRUTH-values : 

Traditionally, there have been well identified three levels of realities 
and corresponding three grades of truth-values explained. 

(1) [pAramArthika-sattaa] : [transcendental/absolute reality] referring to 

the one & only one uniquely singular transcendental truth, that is, aatmaa 
the SUBJECT [. . . EkamEvAdvitlya satyam brahma . . . ?] 

(2) [vyAvahArika-sattaa] : [transactional reality] referring to the 

objective world of multitudinal transactional truth as commonly experienced 
by everyone in day to day life. 

(3) [prAtibhAsika-sattaa] : [transient reality] referring to the seemingly 

contradictory and/or illusory experiences, which get either nullified or 
corrected on further investigation. 

Of course, we need to add a fourth one as the base level, that is: 

(4) [asattaa] : [unreality] referring to 'untruth' or 'false' or 'unreal' 

or 'non-existence'. 

Therefore, the gradation is as follows: 

[pAramArthika-sattaa] > [vyAvahArika-sattaa] > [prAtibhAsika-sattaa] > 
[asattaa] 

Now we need to also reckon with another possible class of realities/truth- 
values, that may be considered as somewhat between the two lower classes, 
namely, 

[asattaa] and [prAtibhAsika-sattaa] . 

This class refers to the possible experience of an individual, with no easy 
mapping or correspondence onto any 'reference-object' in the 'physical- 
world' that can be used as a 'transactional-anchor' for the purpose of 
communication with other individuals around, and hence very likely to be 
rejected by them as either untrue or illusion/hallucination/bramaa/etc . 

However, its truth-value cannot be equated to the class of [asattaa] if due 
consideration is given to such an experience as experienced by an 
individual . 

It would be too conservative/harsh to equate it to [asattaa] class; it 
would be too liberal/lenient to equate it to the [prAtibhAsika-sattaa] 
class . 

Therefore it is appropriate that this class of truth-values needs to be 
positioned between the [asattaa] class and the [prAtibhAsika-sattaa] class. 

We shall call it as [vaiyyaktika-sattaa] : [individualistic reality] 

referring to the locus of this class of truth-values being within an 
individual . 

So then we have the revised complete set of gradation of realities/truth- 
values as: 

[pAramArthika-sattaa] > [vyAvahArika-sattaa] > [prAtibhAsika-sattaa] > 
[vaiyyaktika-sattaa] > [asattaa] 



